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Abstract

The Battle of Samuhgarh, fought in 1658, was a decisive event in the Mughal War of
Succession that followed Emperor Shah Jahan’s illness. The victory of Prince Aurangzeb
over his brother Dara Shikoh not only determined the future of the Mughal throne but also
left a lasting imprint on the regional history of northern India. The battlefield town of
Samuhgarh (also spelled Samugarh) was later renamed Fatehabad to commemorate
Aurangzeb’s victory. This paper examines the political background of the battle, its course,
causes of Aurangzeb’s success, and the historical significance of the renaming of Samuhgarh
as Fatehabad.

Introduction

The Mughal Empire lacked a fixed law of succession, and the principle that the strongest
prince would rule often resulted in civil wars. Whenever an emperor became weak or
incapacitated, rival princes mobilized their supporters to claim the throne. Such a situation
arose in 1657 when Emperor Shah Jahan fell seriously ill. His four sons—Dara Shikoh, Shah
Shuja, Aurangzeb, and Murad Baksh—each attempted to secure power.

Among these struggles, the Battle of Samuhgarh emerged as the most decisive conflict.
Fought near Agra, this battle ended the hopes of Dara Shikoh and ensured Aurangzeb’s
dominance. The renaming of Samuhgarh to Fatehabad after the battle symbolized political
victory and imperial authority.

Political Background of the Battle

Shah Jahan strongly favored his eldest son Dara Shikoh, who was appointed heir-apparent
and given control over the imperial court at Agra. Dara was known for his intellectual
interests, particularly his efforts to promote harmony between Hindu and Islamic philosophy.
However, his lack of military experience and dependence on court nobles weakened his
position.
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Aurangzeb, in contrast, was a seasoned military commander who had governed the Deccan
and led several successful campaigns. He temporarily allied with his younger brother Murad
Baksh to challenge Dara’s authority. This alliance was based on political convenience rather
than trust and was aimed solely at defeating the imperial forces loyal to Dara.

Location and Strategic Importance of Samuhgarh

Samuhgarh was located close to Agra, the Mughal capital and treasury. Control of this region
meant control over the political heart of the empire. The battlefield lay on the plains near the
Yamuna River, making it suitable for large-scale Mughal warfare involving cavalry,
artillery, and war elephants.

Because of its proximity to Agra, the outcome of the battle at Samuhgarh was bound to
decide the fate of Shah Jahan’s empire.

The Battle of Samuhgarh (1658)

The battle was fought on 29 May 1658 between the forces of Dara Shikoh and the combined
armies of Aurangzeb and Murad Baksh. Dara commanded a larger army but lacked effective
coordination and discipline. His forces relied heavily on war elephants and traditional
Mughal battle tactics.

Aurangzeb’s army, though smaller, was better organized and disciplined. He placed strong
emphasis on artillery and maintained a clear chain of command. During the battle, a crucial
mistake by Dara Shikoh changed the course of events. Dara dismounted from his elephant
to fight on horseback, which was interpreted by his soldiers as a sign that he had been killed
or defeated. Panic spread rapidly, and his army lost cohesion.

Aurangzeb took advantage of this confusion and launched a controlled counterattack. By the
end of the day, Dara’s forces were completely defeated, and Dara himself fled the battlefield.

Reasons for Aurangzeb’s Victory

Aurangzeb’s success at Samuhgarh can be attributed to several factors. His military
experience and strategic patience allowed him to remain calm under pressure. He made
effective use of artillery and avoided unnecessary risks. His alliance with Murad Baksh
provided additional manpower at a crucial moment.
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Dara Shikoh’s defeat resulted from poor battlefield decisions, lack of military training, and
overreliance on symbolic authority. His inability to command experienced generals and
maintain discipline among his troops proved fatal.

Aftermath of the Battle

Following his defeat, Dara Shikoh fled toward the northwest but was eventually captured
and executed. Shah Jahan was imprisoned in Agra Fort, where he spent the rest of his life.
Aurangzeb soon turned against Murad Baksh, had him imprisoned, and later executed him.

Aurangzeb ascended the Mughal throne in 1658 with the title Alamgir. His reign marked a
shift toward centralized authority, strict discipline, and prolonged military expansion.

Renaming of Samuhgarh as Fatehabad

After his victory, Aurangzeb renamed Samuhgarh as Fatehabad, meaning “City of Victory.”
This renaming was a symbolic act meant to legitimize his rule and permanently associate the
location with his triumph. Such practices were common in pre-modern India, where rulers
renamed cities to commemorate victories or assert political dominance.

The name Fatehabad has survived through centuries, preserving the memory of the battle in
regional geography and historical consciousness.

Historical Significance

The Battle of Samuhgarh was a turning point in Mughal history. It marked the end of Shah
Jahan’s era and the beginning of Aurangzeb’s long reign. The battle demonstrated that
military strength and political realism were more decisive than royal favor or intellectual
reputation.

The renaming of Samuhgarh as Fatehabad highlights how historical events reshape not only
political power but also local identities and place names.

Conclusion

The Battle of Samuhgarh was more than a struggle between brothers; it was a decisive
moment that altered the course of Mughal history. Aurangzeb’s victory reshaped the
empire’s political structure and ideological direction. The transformation of Samuhgarh into
Fatehabad stands as a lasting reminder of this historic conflict and its impact on Indian
history.
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